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From the Editor
It is with pleasure that I bring you another edition of our in-house magazine.
We are grateful for the sponsorship by Haulmark Equipment (see their advert
on page 5) for this has made it possible for our magazine to remain at 20
pages.
Keeping it at 20 pages, however, has been a challenge with all the news that
has been coming in. I have done my best - sorry if it is a bit cramped but
please have a look at page 18 and see if you could help with sponsorship and
enable me to add four more pages, and maybe more.
Of course the most important part of the Demolition Engineer both on-line
and here in print is your news. Please don’t grumble if you do not feature.
Get those pictures and stories flooding into info@ide.org.uk.
As you begin to read please join me in thanking all our contributors and
those who have taken photographs.

Valerie
Deadlines:
for Winter Edition: 1 December 2011
for Spring Edition: 1 April 2012

Steve Andrew MIDE looks stern but in
fact he is delighted to receive RoSPA’s
Gold Award on behalf of ABB
Engineering Services in May 2011

DIARY
more information at www.ide.org.uk
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Exam Preparation Day

Birmingham

6 September 2011

How to avoid being crushed by changes in recycling law 2012

Sporting Lodge Hotel, Leigh
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30 September 2011

Examinations
Council of Management & Professional Interviews
IDE Autumn Seminar

Birmingham & other centres
Premier Inn, London County Hall
One Great George Street, London

11 October 2011

NFDC Demolition Day

National Motor Cycle Museu, Birmingham

18 November 2011

Council of Management & Annual General Meeting

Glaziers Hall, London

18 November 2011

Annual Luncheon

Glaziers Hall, London

8 December 2011

Council of Management

NFDC HQ, Hemel Hempstead

31 December

2011 IDE CPD Scheme year ends

You must have 20 hours in total

23 February 2012

Council of Management & Professional Interviews

Queens Hotel, Leeds

24 February 2012

IDE Spring Seminar

Royal Armouries, Leeds

12 March 2012

Exam Preparation Day

Birmingham

26 March 2012

Examinations

Birmingham & other centres

10 May 2012

Council of Management

16 May 2012

NFDC Demolition Day

July 2012

Annual Golf Day

6 July 2012

Council of Management

3 September 2012

Examination Preparation Day

Birmingham

17 September 2012

Examinations

Birmingham & other centres
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Council of Management & Professional Interviews

Premier Inn, London County Hall
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IDE Autumn Seminar

Newcastle

Applications to join and upgrade must be received a month before the Council of Management meeting.
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President’s Column
Applications for membership of our Institute continue to flow onto
Valerie’s desk in the office but, unfortunately, so do letters from
Enrolled members advising us that they are leaving the Institute as they
do not intend to take the Institute’s examinations and move upwards
through the grades.
When the CDM2007 Regulations started to really impact with regard to
CPD the institute knew that we would get a number of our Enrolled
grade members leave the institute and that is happening.
Many people joined the IDE for the desire to use the IDE badge as
proof of their competency in demolition but as an institute we must be
always mindful that the letters MIDE are the proof of competence and
not Enrolled level, and as such all new entrants must have mapped out a
planned route to MIDE level as soon as they are accepted into the IDE,
and if they have no intention of moving through the grades then,
unfortunately, we will lose some of them.
As the Council of Management has been concerned for some time that
clients do not always understand how Enrolled status sits within the
IDE competency scheme, we have now decide that all new members of
IDE will now be known as “Entrant” rather than “Enrolled” as that
gives a clearer indication that the individual is starting out within the
IDE and working towards full membership.

Presenting a prize at the
Midsummer Meet

Institute of Demolition Engineers
Individuals Displaying Excellence
The loss of these Enrolled members, and some of those who
entered in the 1990s as ‘old style’ Associates, means that revenue
from subscriptions will fall over the next few years, but we are
working hard to compensate for that fall in revenue by higher
seminar attendances and greater sponsorship of events.
We are still not out of the recession that hit the demolition
industry hard but by continuing to work towards full competence
as a demolition engineer and maintaining your CPD, as required
in today’s world, you will be ready to reap the benefits when
work picks up again. Remember that when times are hard we are
in a buyer’s market and we need to have Unique Selling Points to
set us above the rest and one of those USP could be your IDE
membership bearing in mind that the IDE stands for both
Institute of Demolition Engineers and Individuals Displaying
Excellence

Networking at the EDA Conference

John Woodward
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Extract from

“Memories of a Demolition Man”

Tony R Hurley Hon FIDE
It was during 1983, whilst I was Chairman
of the North East region that I found out
about The Institute of Demolition
Engineers. It seemed to be a well kept
secret.

every couple of months, we did this to
raise money and to conduct business of
the Institute, and it was also a chance
for many of the members to get
together.

I made enquiries as to what was required
and discovered that I had to have a
sponsor who had to be a full member and
write a paper of no less than 5000 words
on a demolition topic. Charles Moran
sponsored me and I did a paper on the
demolition of number 7 rail bridge at Kirk
Sandal in Doncaster. The bridge crossed
the river Don and was designed as the
same approach spans of the ill fated Tay
Bridge which fell down with the loss of
many lives.

My first AGM was held at the St
Ermines Hotel, which both the Institute
and The NFDC used regularly, this was
followed by lunch on a boat trip down
the Thames, I have to say it was
probably one of the best luncheons I
have had with the Institute. The boat
was the one used by Parliament and
I’m sorry but I can’t remember the
name of the vessel. Our speaker for
the trip was Len Broom who was the
Chief engineer for the Thames, his talk was interesting but
he did drone on somewhat.

I was elected a Member of the Institute on the 15th of
February 1984, the President at the time was Sidney Hunt
Snr and the Secretary was Ken Seakens. After a while I
became a Council Member and Trustee of the Institute for
many years.
During the Presidency of Peter Lindsell we held an AGM
at Oxford University, at the time it was decided that we
needed female members to get more involved in the
running of the Institute and lots of canvassing went on.
The names put forward were Mary Bradley, Ffion Hilliam
and Susie Buchner. After the election all three ladies were
elected to the Council and I lost my place, I was quickly
co-opted back on and remained there for many years. I
wrote a further paper in support of admission as a Fellow,
the topic was the demolition of a waterless Gas Holder and
I was elected as a Fellow on the 22nd of August 1990, the
president at the time was Peter Lindsell and the secretary
again was Ken Seakens.

My final AGM was held in the House of Commons,
Churchill Room on the 29th of October 1993 and my
Speaker on this occasion was David Mellor MP.
I have to say I was rather concerned on the reception he
would get because it was at the time of a controversy with
a certain lady.
The only thing I knew about David was what I had read in
the press and to be honest because of what I had read I was
not that impressed with the man.
It was a pleasant shock to find he was one of the nicest men
I had met and he gave a thoroughly entertaining speech, not
only that but he donated his fee to charity. It was probably
one of the most entertaining days I had whilst being
President of the Institute.

Sidney Hunt Snr was a great
friend of mine during my
membership and it was him who
talked me into running for Vice
President which I did in 1990,
My president at the time was
Brian Bird of the Bird Group of
companies.

I had met many notable figures
over the years with my
involvement with both the
Institute and the NFDC, Virginia
Bottomley MP, George Younger
MP and Lord Snowdon and of
course Sir Anthony Durant, but I
have to say David Mellor was the
most entertaining and engaging of
men.

I was elected President in 1992
and Mary Bradley was my Vice
President, Mary was the first and
only President the IDE as had to
date.

(Read Tony’s “Memories
of the Demolition Man” at
http://bit.ly/r24FeA )

In the early days of the Institute
lunches and meetings were held
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For the best in demolition
and recycling equipment

Purchase or hire, the choice is yours
01925 269911 www.ecyltd.co.uk

No More high level study!

IDE Full Member Billy Young (DSM Demolition Ltd)
sends news about managing the detailed sequencing and
logistics for the blow down of Lawrence and Dalton
Towers on the Aston University campus in central
Birmingham.
Billy was involved with the project from the initial
tendering and client evaluation process through to contract
award and the delivery, on 8 May 2011, of the physical
works on site. The blow down, using high speed
explosives to remove two 23 story former
residential blocks was the culmination of
12 months detailed planning which
involved complex service
diversions/isolations , extensive licensed
asbestos removal, the soft strip and
traditional demolition of numerous low
rise structures, soils remediation and
ground engineering to accommodate the
requirements of the incoming
development contractor.
It was vital that the implosion took place on this date as the
student summer exams were commencing on the 10th
May!
The enabling works for the blow down were delivered
during the sensitive student revision period and DSM had
to mitigate noise pollution by designing and installing
bespoke acoustic barriers for the pre-weakening and
drilling works on the blast floors in each of the blocks
On the day of the blow down approximately 1,250 students
were evacuated with military precision, from within a

450m diameter exclusion zone, to the student Guild
Building which was transformed into a respite centre for
the day. To prevent the potential of students gathering
around the exclusion zone to view the blow down DSM
provided a live stream onto screens within the Students
guild . The exclusion zone was secured using anti-climb
fencing forming a” ring of steel” around the works. The
perimeter was patrolled using a combination of DSM
sentries and a high level police presence in constant
contact with the central control point to alert at the first
sign of any potential breach of
the zone.
Due to the location of the tower
blocks in a heavily built up city
centre location extensive
pedestrian and vehicular
diversions were implemented
and the use of Birmingham
Children’s Hospital Helipad ( a
distance of only 200m from Lawrence) was suspended for
four hours on the morning of the demolition.
The blow down was originally scheduled for 11.00am but
the detailed planning and communication between all
parties resulted in the blow down being brought forward
taking place at 09.43 am and the exclusion zone lifted
some 90 minutes later after the post blast checks and
mechanical clean up of the dust spread had been
completed.
The DSM project team’s efforts were rewarded not only by
the textbook demolition of the tower, but also accolades
from the Client, Birmingham City Council and the
Specialist Inspectorate of the Health and Safety Executive.
The post blast site clearance is well
progressed with the works due to
completed by the end of July 2011.

Watch the video at
http://bit.ly/p4ixvj
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Roll of Honour
Welcome and Congratulations
New Full Member
Melvin I Cross,
Total Reclaims Demolition

(We snapped Melvin enjoying
a well-deserved beer after his successful interview.)

Associates
Christopher Burr, Anglian Demolition & Asbestos
David Carter,
K & R Demolition Ltd
David Clarke
CDC Demolition Ltd
Christopher Doyle Downwell Demoliition
Damien Flatley
Cantillon Ltd
Christopher Graham Connell Brothers Ltd

Paul Hamilton
Andrew Moore
Roland O’Connor
Thomas O’Kelly
Gary Renouf
Carl Strong

Squibb Group Ltd
Buckingham Group Contracting
Brainstorm Consultancy
O’Kelly Brothers Demolition
Redbridge Demolition Co
Euro Dismantling Services

Entrants
William G Bailey,
Daniel A Baker,
Brett Cross,
William Cross,
Robert V Ellis,
Giuseppe Fiore,
David Gauja,
Lee Jack,
Michael Kehoe,
Martin J B Kettle,

Elvanite Recycling Ltd
John F Hunt Demolition Ltd
Down to Earth Demolition Ltd
Down to Earth Demolition Ltd
Keltbray Ltd
DESPE SpA
Tyne Tees Demolition Ltd
Erith Group Ltd
Techlift UK
CMR (Demolitions) Ltd

Stephen S McDonnell, Connell Brothers Ltd
James M Mitchum, Odin Ltd
Fábio T B Pinto,
Fábio Bruno Construções Ltda. Brazil

Paolo Scorza,
Richard Wilson,

DESPE SpA

M & M Industrial Scrap Metal Processors

Adam Thurlby,
A R T Dismantling Ltd
Christina C Wallace, Sandwell MBC Urban Design

Affiliates
Arne Marx,
GENESIS Europe GmbH & Co. KG
Barry P Morgan, DFA Marketing
Stephen J Parker, Haulmark Equipment Ltd
Stephen R Tomlin, Mascowalcot Ltd
Richard Yarwood, Haulmark Equipment Ltd
David J Rigby
Haulmark Equipment Ltd

Best bib and tucker - and then disappointment
IDE Associate Ross Redhead was ready to tell us all about welcoming
HRH Prince Andrew on site and to the controls of Redhead
Demolition's 21 tonne Komatsu PC210LC excavator. The Prince was to
have been photographed removing the first panels from the incinerator
building at the Royal National Orthopaedic Hospital at Stanmore,
Middlesex.
Redhead Demolition's return to the Royal is a two part project, the first
of which was the demolition of a one acre site of the incinerator
building, the remediation of the site, and work on the adjoining boiler
house. "It's an interesting site with a few areas that require specialist
handling." said Ross. "The whole area is infested with Japanese
Knotweed for a start, and we have to implement a very careful removal
and destruction programme to remove any contaminated soil. There is a
lake adjoining one edge of the site, which has to be kept clean of any
potential run off pollution and the usual TPOs around the site perimeter.
However, the more challenging aspects include the removal of a 20m
concrete chimney left in the middle of the current boiler house
development. This will have to be cut in to sections using a MWEP and
lifted out by crane as the oil-fired chimneys of the new plant are
supported by a myriad of ties and supports that prevent a hi-reach
machine being used. The three old oil tanks will also have to be
removed. And as a final touch, inside the incinerator building there is
still a lot of hazardous medical waste packed in containers, which we will also dispose of."
Ross, Full Member John Redhead and Entrant Bruce, were ready in best bibs and tuckers to welcome the Prince but as
Ross explains, "Unfortunately when the Prince arrived, he spent so much time inspecting the other elements of the
Royal's development, and wards, he simply ran out of time and couldn't visit the demolition site to inaugurate the
demolition, which was a shame."
John, Bruce and Ross are hoping to tempt the Prince to show his prowess with the excavator on the next 6 month phase
due to start shortly. The challenge will be to clear a selection of eight very old outdated buildings."
(extract from an article submitted by IDE Affiliate Barry Morgan)

IDE at the EDA
Conference
The President, Vice President and
National Secretary attended the EDA
Conference in London at the beginning
of June.
They are pictured at the Gala Dinner
during a break in networking while
Steve Jack FIDE and William Sinclair
MIDE are pictured addressing the
delegates

IDE Autumn Seminar
30 September 2011

One Great George Street, Westminster, London, SW1P 3AA
RegistraƟon: 09:30am - Close: 16:00
£150 per Ɵcket
6 hours CPD
Planned Speakers
Space Deck Roof Collapse

Richard Dolman

New Bribery & Corruption Law - RJW Solicitors

Craig McAdam

The implosion business from a different view point

Eric Kelly A.E.D

Environmental Prosecutions

Prof Stephen Willetts

Heavy Decom International “The Beast”

Hardy Worsey

Institute of Construction Management

Mark Rea & Tony Barker

Register your interest by
e-mail to info@ide.org.uk

Photo © Eric Kelly at AED

Payment in full must be
made by 30 August 2011

IDE President’s Golf Day.
This year the IDE Golf Day was held at Stonebridge Golf Club near the
NEC in Birmingham and was attended by 16 playing golfers and a further
20 members and guests attended the regional meeting and meal that
followed the golf. The course is in fact three 9 hole courses in one place
and the IDE golfers played two of those courses that saw them head out
around the fishing lakes hosting the IDE fishing day and looping back to
the clubhouse.
Many golfers were keen to miss the morning traffic with Immediate past
President Terry Quarmby FIDE arriving before the events team!!
He must have been keen to get his hands on the Volvo sponsored baseball
caps, packs of golf balls and tees that were waiting for the golfers whilst
they tucked into bacon rolls and tea.
The teams were selected beforehand to try and get a mix of handicaps in
the teams and the four teams of four set off to play in a Stableford format.
A good day was enjoyed by all with prizes being presented at the evening
dinner to the following:Best team
Team 1.
Terry Quarmby FIDE, Steve Jack FIDE,
Les Hemmings MIDE, Adam Clarke (Student)
Best individual
John Gamble. (Guest of Turner Wass Consulting)
who won the event last year as well.
Nearest the pin
Steve Jack. (Team 1)
Longest drive
Adam Clarke. (Team 1)
Congratulations to the events team for a good day and here’s hoping for
an even better day in 2012 at a venue to be agreed early in July.

Midsummer Meet
6 July 2011

First IDE Coarse Fishing Day a
Great Success.
As the current IDE President is a fisherman rather than a golfer it was
decided that this year the president's Golf Day would also include an option to go fishing
and that option was taken up by 7 IDE members and guests who met at Packington
Fisheries for a coarse fishing match.
The Volvo sponsored fishing hats, bacon rolls and tea that greeted them were well
received and they then proceeded to “draw pegs” for the fishing positions on the small
Gratuities lake at the complex.
Positions decided they all set off to prepare for the start and, hopefully catch lots of fish.
The lake contains a variety of small fish, carp and large tench so the prospects were good
with no rain forecast for the duration of the match. As IDE Associate Graeme Hunt and
Terry Atkins from Topdem were unable to attend at the last minute the match became a
battle between three teams with Phil Jones representing Volvo, Martin Hurley MIDE,
Billy Thomas and Lance Hawkins representing Hurley Demolition and John Woodward
FIDE, Craig Wilkinson and Mike Wilkinson fishing for C&D Consultancy.
The prizes on offer, sponsored by Adrian Mclean MIDE and Noel McLean AMIDE,
were for total weight of fish caught, second highest weight of fish caught and for
biggest fish of the day, with all of the anglers using different baits and tactics during
the match.
Martin Hurley and John Woodward were both convinced that if they had spent more
time fishing instead of talking to Chris Doyle AMIDE and David Ross Turner FIDE
(Past President) on the bank then they would have won! However the fact that the
winner caught more fish than Martin and John combined might defeat that argument!
Four hours of fishing later saw the scales arrive at the bank and everyone weigh in
their catch. The results from the weigh in were as follows:Largest weight of fish
Lance Hawkins
12lbs 8oz
2nd largest weight of fish
Mike Wilkinson
10lbs 2oz
3rd place
Craig Wilkinson
5lbs 3oz
4th place
Billy Thomas
4lbs 12oz
5th place
John Woodward
3lbs 0oz
6th place
Martin Hurley
2lbs 7oz
7th place
Phil Jones
0lbs 3oz
Biggest fish of the day
Lance Hawkins
5lbs 2
oz Tench
Prizes were awarded at the evening dinner and all agreed that the day had
been a great success and thanks were given to the IDE events team for the
organisation.
Following the event the Council of Management have decided that next
year we will return to a Golf day only with a seperate fishing day being
arranged by Martin Hurley for later this year or in the Spring of 2012.

Birmingham Gateway Project
Birmingham New Street Station is undergoing a
major refurbishment and modernisation involving
significant reworking of the existing station
layout. The objective of the project is to enhance
the visual appearance of the station and to
increase the ease with which passengers can pass
from platform to concourse level.
The first phase of the project was to create a new
concourse area to deal with the passengers who will be
displaced during the second, more disruptive, phase of
the station redevelopment work. Phasing of the works
in this way allows the station and shops to remain
open throughout the redevelopment works but creates
added complexity of interface between contractors and
the public using the station and shops.
IDE Member Mark Coleman (MIDE) takes a moment to
reflect on the successfully completed first phase of the
complex demolition works at Birmingham New Street
Station, before he and his dedicated team embark on the
second and potentially more challenging second phase of
the works.
“The demolition and removal of over 8000 tonnes of
reinforced concrete slab sandwiched between operation
railway station, and multi storey car park and a busy

shopping centre would have been quite a challenge in
itself. Add to that the restrictions placed on the method of
demolition and the loads that could be applied to the
existing structure and you are faced with perhaps one of the
most challenging projects we have ever undertaken.”
The project certainly required the innovative thinking and
of Coleman & Company Ltd who were able to draw upon
their almost 50 years of experience in the industry to meet
the challenges head on.
The slab to be removed was a mezzanine car parking level
extending over an area of 5000m2. Removal of the 8000
tonnes slab would create an impressive 7m high ceiling
area concourse for the new station ticket hall.
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Coleman & Company Managing Director Mark Coleman
said “The structural slab immediately above mezzanine
level was a mixture of operational car park and floors of
the Pallasades Shopping Centre. The floor slab from which
we were carrying out the demolition was the concourse
level. Beneath the concourse slab more than 140,000
people a day used the twelve platforms of Birmingham
New Street Station blissfully unaware of the major
demolition project going on just a few feet above their
heads. There was no room for error”
The lack of information on the existing structure posed the
first challenge to the project. Very few legible drawings of
the existing structure were available and almost no
reinforcement drawings. As a result Coleman & Company
had to carry out their own detailed surveying and site
investigation works before finalising designs for the
temporary works. Although from an early stage the project
winning principle behind the safe and efficient removal of
the slab was set in the mind of the Coleman’s team.
“The challenge was how to remove the intermediate slab
safely and without disturbing the normal operation of the
car park, shops and critically the station below. Noise, dust
and vibration had to be kept to an absolute minimum. So,
typical demolition methods of breaking or munching
reinforced concrete to pieces for removal were simply
unacceptable. Then add to this the fact that all of the work
had to be completed working from a floor slab only
designed to support the weight of parked cars! The only
option remaining was to diss-assemble the concrete
structure and remove the sections of beam and slab piece
by piece without loading the thin slab areas of the
concourse slab”
“The way we achieved the clients requirements of minimal
noise, vibration and dust was by employing a variety of
diamond cutting techniques. However, before cutting could
commence, temporary works systems had to be put in place
to deal with the large sections of concrete cut free from the
structure”

Mark explains further “The majority of the floor slab we
were working from was unable to carry the weight of the
cut sections of concrete. We had to identify the strong
points in the concourse slab and then use RMD Megashor
trusses to support the primary and secondary beams as they
were cut free from the structure. The trusses transferred the
weight of the beams back to these strong points in the
concourse slab. Once the beams were divorced from the
columns they were then cut up into 10 tonne blocks using
diamond wire saws whilst still supported by the truss”
“Purpose made gantry cranes were developed to undertake
the lifting of the 10 tonne beam sections as well as
removing the infill slabs. Three separate gantry cranes were
set up to travel the entire length of the building some 140m
in a north-south direction. The gantry cranes run on steel
crane rail beams, some spanning in excess of 20m between

came up with an idea which at first seemed crazy but
ultimately turned out to be a simple and effective solution.
Instead of founding the truss on the strong points in the
concourse floor we suspended the truss from strong points
in the beams we were to remove. Another problem solved
through lateral thinking, although seeing 40 tonnes of beam
hanging above a thin floor slab just meters above the live
railway was quite a nervous moment”
“I need not have been nervous though, every scheme was
designed and checked by our own engineers and
independent checkers before going through the rigorous
checks imposed by Network Rails clients Form C
procedure ensuring every design was entirely safe before
being employed”
The removal of the intermediate slab has posed the greatest
challenge on the project so far but the overall project
encompassed many other elements of more typical
demolition works in and around the station, car park and
Pallasades shopping centre.
Mark concluded “With the first phase of the works
successfully completed with an exceptionally low
accident frequency rate this gave Network Rail the
confidence to appointing us for phase two of the project.
Coleman and Company are now moving onwards into
the next phase of this multi million pound contract with
the confidence we can meet any of the challenges that
lay before us”

support points at the existing column locations. These
cranes were then able to lift the 10 tonne cut sections of
concrete from the supporting trusses and carry them out of
the building and onto waiting transporters”

For further information please contact Chris Holland at
Coleman & Company Ltd on 0121 3252424. Or visit our
website for details on other projects vwww.colemanco.com.

“From here the slab sections were removed from site to our
quarry where we were able to recycle around 97% of the
material, some even being retained for use as kentledge and
barriers on future projects”
Some of the largest beams on the project were 90 tonnes,
they could not be accessed by the overhead gantry cranes
due a series of platform smoke extract vents which could
not be re-routed. This was overcome by mounting the
support trusses onto runway beams again spanning between
the strong points in the floor. Then once the beams were
separated from the columns the whole truss and cut beam
were then travelled west to within the range of the north
south running gantry cranes.
Mark recalls one particular eureka moment “Some of the
larger primary beams weighing around 40tonnes could not
easily be supported back to nearby strong points in the
floor below. After a few days pondering the problem we
13

BS6187
Public Draft of new version ready for your comment
By Brian Neale CEng FICE FIStructE Hon FIDE
Brian Neale is Chair of the BSI Drafting Panel for the
rewrite of BS6187:2000 Code of practice for demolition
and a former recent member of the IDE Council of
Management
Are you keen to see how the next version of BS6187 is
shaping up? The ideas being developed for the draft were
trailed at the IDE Spring Seminar
in Leeds in February this year.
This led to a vigorous discussion
with a variety of views expressed
which was seen as demonstrating
a positive interest by IDE
members and guests. The healthy
debate continued into the
refreshment breaks with further
ideas and thoughts being put
forward. Some of those were
encapsulated in a letter to
Demolition Engineer and
published in the last edition.
What was the principal source of
the debate and how much did that
affect the drafting?
The current draft is known as the
“Draft for Public Consultation” –
or DPC – and is available for comment during July and
August. How can you comment, however, if you feel you
would like to contribute? The most appropriate way to
help with this process is to comment through one of your
professional or trade bodies. This helps BSI deal with
comments more efficiently – which in turn helps the
drafting group when assessing those comments (in
collated) form to help produce the final version more
quickly.
The DPC version takes the standard to a new level and
presents opportunities to help all those involved in
demolition activities reach similarly high standards, within
the stated scope. This builds on the objectives of the
current edition and should help raise standards throughout.
How will the look and feel of the new version of the
standard compare with the familiar 2000 edition? This will
depend upon the consultation process, of course, so this
description relates to the DPC version. The content of
many parts of the draft can be expected to seem familiar,
especially at first sight. There are, however, a number of
differences - as might be expected. There are some new
parts, with an increased and developed scope, although
there is some significant removal of text also.
Reductions in text occur in many places, where the most
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noticeable changes are probably the removal of references
to legislation – which are many. This ties in with BSI
policy and is to help reduce the speed with which a
standard could become out of date. It is worth noting,
however, that the intention is that the good practice behind
particular legislation is still included, where it was felt
appropriate.
The initial indication of an augmented
scope can be seen in the title where
the title of the DPC has been
expanded from the 2000 edition’s
Code of practice for demolition to the
DPC’s title of Code of practice for
demolition and partial demolition
including, for structural
refurbishment. This demonstrates the
expansion of the scope into more
topics relating to demolition
activities, such as structural
refurbishment, an area where it was
felt more guidance would be
beneficial. The thinking was that it
will help, more visibly, those who
undertake (or who are in some way
responsible for) demolition activities,
but are not aware that that is
necessarily the case – perhaps
surprisingly. The augmented title
should, in turn, help bring attention to a wider readership of
the existence of the standard, particularly through data
searches on those topics.
Additionally, many references are given, together with
contact points for a number of relevant organisations, as
this helps to reduce text in the standard that may become
out of date at an early stage. The idea is that readers are
prompted to go to source material – such as to HSE for
their latest publications on Asbestos, for example.
As for the debate in Leeds, there was a feeling amongst
some that it was good to expand the scope more into partial
demolition for structural refurbishment, for example, while
others thought that if a standard was required for that topic,
it should either be separate – or perhaps in a different part
of the standard. After due consideration, the DPC is
broadly as presented at Leeds - which means that it is all in
one document and although it is not divided into parts,
there are many individual chapters – or Clauses, as BSI
calls them – together with Route maps, as in the 2000
edition.
A topic area now specifically included within the widened
scope is work on Heritage structures, where it was felt
more could be usefully included.

In summary, the standard has been revised to reflect
advances in technology and equipment for demolition
activities and to give recommendations on principal areas,
such as:
Project development and management, site
assessments, risk assessments, decommissioning
procedures, environmental provisions and facade
retention.
Deconstruction techniques, including activities for
reuse and recycling.
Exclusion zones and safe working spaces, including
their design and application, with extra figures being
added
Recommendations for methods of, and techniques for,
demolition and partial demolition, including for structural
refurbishment, have been developed, with consideration of

specific types of structure. The text has been updated to
reflect current and developing good practices – and new
related standards and guidance.
As usual, of course, BSI mentions that the use of the code
of practice, as a British Standard, takes the form of
guidance and recommendations. Any user claiming
compliance with the British Standard should make sure that
they are not misleading. The draft also mentions that it has
been assumed in the preparation of the British Standard
that the execution of its provisions will be entrusted to
appropriately qualified and experienced people, for whose
use it has been produced.
Thus, a principal aim is to help raise standards wherever
demolition activities occur.

More information: http://bit.ly/o74MWz

Cheque there in the end.
Finally, after delays caused by snow, ice and
other commitments the cheque was finally
handed over to the Portishead & Bristol
Lifeboat. Chairman John McCorquodale’s first
official duty was to be presented with the
cheque for £3,320.05 by Terry Quarmby FIDE,
representing the Institute of Demolition
Engineers.
www.portishead-lifeboat.org.uk/ takes up the
story, “The Institute of Demolition Engineers
supports a number of needy charities and
when the outgoing President, Portishead
resident Terry Quarmby, was informed that the
local Lifeboat Trust were raising money for a
new Lifeboat station he suggested that the
Institutes end of year annual luncheon charity
raffle and collection monies should be donated
to them. The Institutes annual luncheon was
held at the prestigious Grand Connaught
Rooms, London and was attended by 130
demolition engineers and their guests who’s
enthusiastic agreement to the charity donation
raised the magnificent sum of £3,320.05”
We hasten to add that the actual funds were at
the disposal of the Lifeboat at the beginning of
last December when we made the transfer by
BACS. We are now delighted to share pictures
of the presentation
Thank you to all who contributed so generously.
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MIdlands - 6 July 2011
48 people attended the Regional Meeting and sat down
to dinner afterwards at the Stonebridge Golf Club,
Meriden.
We are grateful to NX Burst BV for sponsoring the
meeting and sending Danny Boeff to demonstrate the
potential of their rock and concrete breaking cardtridges.
Adrian McLean MIDE, through Armac Demolition,
provided a large concrete block which Danny, after
explaining the process and composition of the product,
proceeded to split open in the Golf Club car park. The
audience were assembled a few metres away and
appreciated first hand the minimal fly rock, low
vibration and reduced noise.
Videos of the process may be found at
http://www.nxburst.eu/nxburst/video
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Wales - 26 May 2011
The IDE is very grateful to John Cuddy MIDE, joint
Managing Director of the Cuddy Group, for hosting and
sponsoring the regional meeting at the Liberty Stadium,
Swansea, home of “The Osprey’s” Rugby Club and “The
Swan’s”, Swansea’s recently promoted Premier League
soccer Club.
Following an opening welcome to the twenty one
attendees, John introduced the following speakers:Peter Smith, who delivered a technical talk centred
around a project successfully undertaken by Cuddy
Group in 2008 at the Tata Steel site in Port Talbot
whereby a redundant gantry crane was carefully
dismantled to facilitate the construction of a section
of the new BOS Gas Recovery Pipeline
Christian Jones, who gave a presentation entitled
“Avoiding asbestos risks on demolition sites”. This
presentation focused on Asbestos on Demolition
Sites, the requirement, understanding and the
quality of the Demolition Asbestos Survey and the
implications of a poor survey and likely changes to
working with asbestos as a result of the European
Commission complaint.
The meeting closed at 19.30 but more than half of the
attendees adjourned to the nearby Pizzeria Vesuvio
Restaurant where a varied technical discussion continued.
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Keep moving up the IDE grades
Follow us on Twitter
Make sure we have your latest
contact information
Register for the Members Area at
www.ide.org.uk
Keep news of what you are doing
flowing to info@ide.org.uk
We are an Institute of individual
demolition engineers. Companies
and businesses are not members.
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North West Regional Meeting
6 September 2011
Sporting Lodge Inn (Greyhound Hotel) - Leigh
“How to avoid being crushed by changes in recycling law
2012”
Speakers from the Environment Agency will explain and share the key steps that need to
be taken before next April 2012 for compliance; topics include:
Recent changes to regulations
Exemption changes, permits & quality protocol
Waste definitions, processing & options
Practical scenarios with real solutions
Covering aggregates, soils, timbers, difficult waste
This regional meeting is targeted for the demolition industry; contractors, engineers and
advisors and is free to anyone who is a member of the IDE or NFDC but this must be
booked.
For more information and a booking form visit http://bit.ly/o5acBH
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Letters
Thank you from ‘over the
pond’
Got your magazine today – thanx!
Per your request for feedback, I like the printed copy –van electronic copy. It gives me something to read on the
airplane.
I especially liked the separate “Management of Demolition
Projects”. I’m giving a speech in August and it reminded
me of things I s/ cover.
Have a great summer!
Bill Moore
Brandenburg Industrial Service Co., Inc.
501 West Lake Street - Suite 104
Elmhurst, IL 60126

Demolition as a Career
While searching through our e-mail archive recently we
came across this message from 2008 by Past President
Terry Quarmby FIDE. We had received an enquiry from a
Dad whose daughter was keen to study the right subjects in
order to embark on a career in demolitoin engineering
It is gratifying to hear that someone so young has
expressed a desire to become a demolition engineer. My
advice to your daughter would be to study the science
subjects, ie maths, chemistry and physics etc with a view to
becoming a civil or structural engineer in the first instance
or perhaps a quantity surveyor for the estimating side.
Things were an awful lot different in my day as the
industry was still very much in its infancy and we were all
on a steep learning curve. I personally didn’t get to

Tell us
about your
product or
your service
and help us
produce this
magazine.
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University until I was fifty and I am still attending now at
age 59, so if she does the hard work first it will stand her in
good stead for later years. The UK demolition industry has
an enviable record and is still looked upon as the leader,
particularly where mechanical demolition operations is
concerned. The US has a vibrant controlled explosive
demolition fraternity but it still lags behind the UK. In
South Africa, you too have a large organisation called
‘wreckers’ who I seem to recall have a good deal of
experience.
Having a core discipline with an engineering background is
definitely the way forward as there is no formal schooling
for demolition activities other than the industries own
limited schemes. However, these are not academically
challenging and competency is, in general, acquired
through experience, knowledge and training, mostly on the
job and with some basic classroom tuition. If she comes
into the industry with a prior qualification and an
engineering background it is so much easier to convert to a
demolition engineer.
Hope this helps and wish her all the best of luck for the
future.
Best regards
Terry Quarmby

Examination Feedback
We are grateful to Robert Finch for his letter about
feedback from the examinations.
The Council have decided not to publsh the letter but will
be discussing its contents at their meeting on 29 September.

The IDE serves a niche market of professional demolition engineers. It does its best
to conserve its financial resources so that activities that directly benefit members
may be offered for the minimum price possible.
We have had enquiries about advertising in or producing articles for this magazine.
We invite members or supporters who offer products or services to the industry to
sponsor the printing and postage costs of this magazine and, to this end, we will be
setting aside four pages in the next, and following editions.
We are looking for, either adverts or articles about your product or service. For a
donation, suggested at £250 for half page or £400 for a whole page, we will give you
the opportunity to grab the attention of leaders in the demolition industry.
Alternatively we are offering a 90mm (w) x 40mm (h) box for your advert or
message @ £40 per edition or £100 for three editions.
Payment must be made with order and inclusion will be at the Editor’s discretion.
To discuss this further please phone or e-mail Valerie - 01634 294255 info@ide.org.uk
Deadlines for copy and payment: 1 November for the Winter Edition
1 March 2012 for the Spring Edition
1 July 2012 for the Summer Edition

Wedding Bells
IDE Secretariat
All correspondence, including applications, booking forms
for events and payments should be sent to:
IDE,
69 Poplicans Road,
Rochester,
Kent ME2 1EJ

National Secretary, Valerie J Stroud,
e-mail: info@ide.org.uk
Tel: 01634 294255
Administration Assistant: Sue Lomax,
e-mail: assistant@ide.org.uk

Events Secretary, Nicki Hurley,
e-mail: events@ide.org.uk

Congratulations to Nicki, our Events Secretary, and
Matt Hurley on their marriage, which took place on
28 May in beautiful Devon.

Management of the Institute
Membership
Committee
Steve Jack, Chairman
David Darsey
Terry Quarmby
Michael Patefield
Duncan Rudall
Vernon Watson
John Woodward

Events Committee
Duncan Rudall, Chairman
Stuart Accleton
Michael Patefield
Adrian McLean
John Woodward

Council of Management
John Woodward FIDE, President, Trustee
Steve Jack FIDE, Vice President, Trustee
Terry Quarmby FIDE, Past President, Trustee
Richard Comley FIDE, Hon Treasurer, Trustee
David Darsey FIDE, NFDC President
Stuart Accleton MIDE
Wayne Bagnall MIDE
Howard Button FIDE, Trustee
Adrian McLean MIDE
Michael Patefiled FIDE
Duncan Rudall MIDE
Bruce Sutherland MIDE
Vernon Watson FIDE

Finance Committee
John Woodward, Chairman
Steve Jack
Terry Quarmby
Duncan Rudall
Hon Treasurer (non-voting)
National Secretary (non-voting

Regional Coordinators
Scotland - John Woodward
Ireland - Eamonn McCormack
North East - Trevor Symonds
North West - Wayne Bagnall
Midlands - Adrian McLean
South East - Stuart Accleton
South West - Bruce Sutherland

Opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the contributors and not necessarily of the Institute of Demolition Engineers

Annual Luncheon 2011
18 November 2011

John Woodward FIDE RMaPS MIConstM
invites you to join him
at Glaziers Hall, 9 Montague Close, London Bridge, SE1 9DD
for the 2011 Annual Luncheon and Awards Ceremony

The 35th AGM will take place in the morning (2 hours CPD)
Places: £120 each or a table of 10 for £1000
Payments in full must be made by 18 October 2011

Register your interest by e-mail to info@ide.org.uk

Would you like to make
200 people aware of your services?

9
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Have you or your company got something
you want to showcase to the members/
guests/clients of the IDE?
Get your message out by booking
a stand with us for just £400!
Following the success of this years seminar in Leeds we are
returning to the ‘Royal Armouries’ on the 24th February 2012.
With many companies wanting to book a stand again for next year
we have limited exhibitor’s space left.

For more information please email Nicki on events@ide.org.uk

